
BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT, D .  C .  

App l i ca t ion  N o .  12068, of Gal laudet  Col lege ,  pursuant  t o  Sub- 
s e c t i o n  8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a s p  c i a  1 except ion  
under Paragraph 3101.46 f o r  f u r t h e r  development of t h e  Col lege  
Campus and f o r  an amendment t o  t h e  campus p l a n  i n  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t  
a t  t h e  premises  800 F l o r i d a  Avenue, N . E .  and 1399 - 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  N.E 
( P a r c e l s  141/69, and 129/112). 

HEARING DATE: Ma.y 19,  1976 
D E C I S I O N  DATE: Ma.y 25, 1976 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1, The s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  approval  of  a Campus 
Plan f o r  Gal laudet  Col lege ,  a s  r equ i r ed  by Sub-paragraph 3 1 0 1 . 4 6 ~ .  
The Campus Plan inc ludes  a l l  t h a t  p rope r ty  owned by t h e  College 
roughly bounded by F l o r i d a  Avenue, N.E . ,  on t h e  sou th ,  W e s t  V i r -  
g i n i a  Avenue, N . E .  on t h e  e a s t ,  Corcoran S t r e e t ,  N . E .  and Mount 
O l i v e t  Road, N . E .  on t h e  n o r t h ,  and t h e  r e a r  boundary of  Hamilton 
J u n i o r  High School and t h e  p r i v a t e l y  owned p rope r ty  f r o n t i n g  on 
6 t h  S t r e e t ,  N . E .  on t h e  w e s t .  Also included w i t h i n  t h e  campus 
boundaries  i s  t h e  p rope r ty  owned by t h e  college i n  t h e  no r the rn  
h a l f  of Square 3591 des igna ted  a s  p a r c e l  129/112, bounded by Penn 
S t r e e t  on t h e  n o r t h ,  6 t h  S t ree t  on t h e  e a s t  and 5 t h  S t r e e t  on t h e  
w e s t .  This  a r e a  i s  a s  shown on t h e  i l l u s t r a t i v e  s i t e  p l a n  of t h e  
campus, marked a s  e x h i b i t  A - 2  i n  t h e  f i l e .  

2 .  The main p a r t  of t h e  campus i s  zoned R-4. This  w i l l  house 
a l l  of  t h e  academic, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  and a t h l e t i c  f a c i -  
l i t y  of t h e  c o l l e g e .  The p rope r ty  i n  Square 3591 i s  zoned C-M-1 
and w i l l  be used a s  a maintenance f a c i l i t y  f o r  approximately 100 
college v e h i c l e s .  Th i s  i s  a u s e  pe rmi t t ed  a s  a m a t t e r  of r i g h t  i n  
a C-M-1 D i s t r i c t .  

3 .  This  campus p l a n  supercede t h e  prev ious  approval  g iven  t o  
Gal laudet  Col lege  by t h e  BZA i n  Case No. 11093 i n  D e c e m b e r  of 1972. 
P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  campus p l a n  f o r  Gal laudet  Col lege  had been 
approved by t h e  Na t iona l  C a p i t a l  Planning Commission e x e r c i s e s  i t s  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  l i e u  of zoning. 

4 .  The Ca.mpus P1a.n a.s proposed by Ga.llaudet Col lege  w i l l  
cover  t h e  pe r iod  from 1975 t o  1985, and c o n s i s t  of  t h e  fol lowing 
documents: 
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1. 

2. 

3 .  

4 .  

ooklet entitled the "Gallaudet 
College Facilities Master Plan" Earked 
as exhibit A - 1  in the file 

A revised illustrative site plan showing 

exhibit A-2 in the file 
ar ies  of the campus and marked as 

A statement modifying part of the booklet 
referred to as exhibit A-1, marked as 
exhibit A-3 in the file 

A set of drawings dhowing plans and eleva- 
tions of the campus and particular build- 
ings, marked as exhibit A-4 in the file 

5. 
campus, including undergraduate and graduate college programs, 
a center for continuing education, public service and extension 
programs, a r?zodel secondary school, a demonstration elementary 
school and associa-ted research. 

The College offers sev ral kinds of programs on the 

6. The College presently has an enrollment of approximately 
1000 undergraduate students, 250 graduate students, and 130 high 
school students and 162 elementary school students, There is a 
faculty which totals approximately 450 and a staff of 990 persons. 

graduate students, 300 graduate students, 600 high school students 
and 300 elementary school students. 

The College currently has 778,900 square feet of floor space 
Facilities under construction and scheduled for completion in 1976 
will add 5 4 0 , 9 9 5  square feet to that figure, for a total of 1 , 3 1 9 , 8 9 5  
square feet. 
space will be demolished, and 1,019,668 square feet of new space will 
be built between the present and 1985. The total campus is projected 

7 .  The proposed enrollment as of 1985 would be 1500 under- 

8. 

The plan proposes that 56,900 square feet of existing 

a FAR of 0.56, substan- 
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9. The College c u r r e n t l y  has 9 7 1  parking spaces on t h e  
campus. The College proposes t o  provide 1 , 4 7 3  parking spaces 
by 1985. The Zoning Regulations would r equ i r e  only 903 parking 
spaces.  The College i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  parking i s  
required because of t h e  u n s u a l n a t u r e o f  Gal laudet  College a s  a 
school f o r  persons with hear ing impairments. There i s  a very 
high r a t i o  of f a c u l t y  t o  s tuden t s ,  a l a r g e  number of v i s i t o r s  
t o  t h e  school ,  and a l a rgepropor t ion  of s tuden t s  l i v i n g  on 
campus who own c a r s .  

10. The campus has veh ic l e  access  from two p o i n t s  on F lor ida  
Avenue a t  one loca t ion  on W e s t  Vi rg in ia  Avenue oppos i te  Penn S t ree t  
and a t  a l oca t ion  on Brentwood Parkway nor th  of Hamilton Junior  
High School. The W e s t  Vi rg in ia  Avenue access  w i l l  d i r e c t l y  serve  
t h e  Kendall Demonstration Elementary School, and t h e  Brentwood 
Parkway access  would d i r e c t l y  serve  t h e  Model Secondary School. 

11. Surrounding u s e  and proper ty  a r e  w e l l  separated and 
buf fered  from t h e  College.  The Campus i s  p a r t l y  bounded by major 
s t r e e t s ,  including Flor ida  Avenue, W e s t  Virginia  Avenue, Mount 
Ol ive t  Road and Brentwood Parkway. Within t h e  campus, t h e r e  a r e  
e x i s t i n g  landscaped b u f f e r s  along Flor ida  Avenue, Corcoran S t r e e t ,  
Mount Ol ive t  Road and Brentwood Parkway. There a r e  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d s  
a long W e s t  Virginia  Avenue. 

1 2 .  The land u s e s  which surround t h e  Gal laudet  Campus include 
row houses t o  t h e  south across  F lor ida  Avenue and t o  t h e  e a s t  ac ross  
W e s t  Virginia  Avenue. Row houses and s m a l l  apartments l i e  t o  t h e  
no r theas t  across  Corcoran S t ree t  and Mount Ol ive t  Road. To t h e  w e s t  
a r e  heavy commercial u s e s  and t o  t h e  northwest i s  Hamilton Junior  
High School and a r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a .  

13, The campus i s  loca ted  out  of t h e  downtown a rea ,  and t h e  
major t r a f f i c  impact would be l imi ted  t o  N e w  York Avenue. The t r a v e l  
p a t t e r n s  a r e  such t h a t  any impact w i l l  be minimal, s i n c e  90 percent 
of t h e  s tuden t s  w i l l  l i v e  on campus, and most of t h e  o the r  t r i p s  w i l l  
be made a t  off-peak hours.  
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14. The Na t iona l  C a p i t a l  Planning Commission, by r e p o r t  
da ted  A p r i l  5,  1976, r epor t ed  t o  t h e  Board t h a t  t h e  campus p lan  
i s  i n  p a r t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  "General Land U s e  Ob jec t ives ;  
1970/1985" element of t h e  Comprehensive Plan f o r  t h e  Na t iona l  
C a p i t a l  a s  it r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  boundaries  of t h e  p rope r ty  a t  6 t h  
and Penn S t r e e t ,  N . E .  dnd t h a t  t h e  proposed u s e  w i l l  n o t  become 
o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  neighboring p r o p e r t i e s  because of n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  
number of s t u d e n t s  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  

15. The Municipal Planning O f f i c e ,  by r e p o r t  da t ed  A p r i l  2 0 ,  
1976, recommended t h 3 t  t h e  Board approve t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a s  it i s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  requirement of  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  

16. The Department of  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  by r e p a r t  da ted  A p r i l  
15 ,  1976,  recommended t h a t  t h e  Bo2rd b a s i c a l l y  approve t h e  p l a n  
b u t  con t inue  t o  monitor t h e  need f o r  park ing  a s  t h e  p l an  i s  imgle- 
mented and a s  approved p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  becomes 3 v a i l a b l e .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N :  
I~ ~ - I _ - -  

The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  proposed campxs p lan  f o r  Gal laudet  
Col lege  i s  sc) designed a s  t o  n o t  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  b e c a u s e  of 
n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c  or o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s .  The campus i s  w e l l  bu f fe red  
froin surrounding uses .  The t r a f f i c  t h 3 t  w i l l  be genera ted  w i l l  be ,  
f o r  t h e  most  p a r t ,  a t  off-peak hours .  There a r e  foilr v e h i c u l a r  
access p o i n t ,  t o  spread  t h e  t r a f f i c  around t h e  campus. The Board 
concludes t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be no adverse  impacts on t h e  neighborhoDd, 
o r  nega t ive  e f f e c t s  on surrounding p r o p e r t i e s .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e ,  
ORDERED t h a t  t h e  Campus Plan ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of e x h i b i t  A - 1  throuqh A - 4 ,  
i n  the f i l e  i s  desc r ibed  i n  t h i s  ORDER, be GRANTED. 

VOTE: 5-0 ( L i l l a .  B u r t  Cummings, Esq., Wi1lia.m F .  McIntosh, W i l 1 i a . m  
S . Ha.rps, Theodore F .Ma.ria.na a.nd Leona.rd L. McCa.nts  
t o ,  GRANT).  

BY ORDER OF THE D .  C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 

A c t i n g  Secre ta . ry  t o  t h e  Boa.rd 



A p p l i c a t i o n  NO.  12068 
Pa.ge NO. 5 

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT T H I S  ORDER OF THE BOARD IS  V A L I D  F O R  A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A B U I L D I N G  AND/OR OCCUPANCY P E R M I T  I S  
F I L E D  W I T H  THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
W I T H I N  A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS A F T E R  THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


